July 6, 2020

The Honorable Lamar Alexander, Chairman The Honorable Bobby Scott, Chairman

The Honorable Patty Murray, Ranking Member The Honorable Virginia Foxx, Ranking Member
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions Committee on Education and Labor

United States Senate U.S. House of Representatives

Washington, D.C. 20510 Washington, D.C. 20515

Please support passage of the Advanced Manufacturing Jobs in America Act (S. 3188/H.R. 5604)
Dear Chairman Alexander, Ranking Member Murray, Chairman Scott and Ranking Member Foxx:

As Congress continues to work on a bipartisan basis to respond to the effects of the COVID-19

pandemic on the nation’s economy and workforce, we respectfully urge you to support enactment of the
Advanced Manufacturing Jobs in America Act (S. 3188/H.R. 5604).

Manufacturing is a critical component of American commerce, contributing $2 trillion to the U.S.
economy, or 11 percent of GDP, according to 2019 data from the Bureau of Economic Analysis (BEA).
Advanced manufacturing utilizes technology R&D to enhance capacity and efficiency in the production
of goods. Advanced manufacturing may include production activities that depend on automation,
computation, software, sensing, and networking. Community and technical colleges across the country
offer robust capabilities in advanced manufacturing workforce training.

Unfortunately, the U.S. has lost millions of manufacturing jobs over the last decade, and the industry has
suffered badly amid the COVID-19 pandemic. The primary challenge facing businesses involved in
advanced manufacturing as the nation prepares to return to the workplace is the growing gap between
new jobs in advanced manufacturing and workers qualified with the unique skill sets to fill them.

The Advanced Manufacturing Jobs in America Act (S. 3188/H.R. 5604) directs the U.S. Department of
Labor to initiate pilot projects involving local community colleges, state and tribal colleges, local
boards, advanced manufacturers, and Manufacturing Extension Partnership (MEP) centers, in order to
facilitate advanced manufacturing education and training programs. These pilot projects will:

e Strengthen collaboration involving community colleges, MEP centers, and manufacturers;
Target skills development in communities with expected growth in advanced manufacturing;
Educate individuals about opportunities for career advancement within advanced manufacturing;
Lead to an industry-recognized credential; and
Prioritize training and hiring of displaced and unemployed adults of all ages.

We appreciate your consideration of the Advanced Manufacturing Jobs in America Act as a measure to
enable community and technical colleges to reskill and upskill the advance manufacturing workforce.

Sincerely,
Thom Reilly, Chancellor Dr. Flora Tydings, Chancellor
Nevada System of Higher Education, NV Tennessee Board of Regents, TN
Dr. Andrea Mayfield, Executive Director Dr. Glenn DuBois, Chancellor

Mississippi Community College Board, MS Virginia Community College System, VA
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Mark E. Ojakian, President
Connecticut State Colleges and Universities, CT

Tom Sannicandro, Director
Massachusetts Association of Community Colleges, MA

Mark T. Brainard, President
Delaware Technical Community College, DE

Dr. H. Jeffrey Rafn, President
Northeast Wisconsin Technical College, WI

Dr. Vicki Karolewics, President
Wallace State Community College, AL

Patricia Moulton, President
Vermont Technical College, VT

Dr. Will Austin, President
Warren County Community College, NJ

Robert Denson, President
Des Moines Area Community College, 1A

Dr. Becky Rowley, President
Santa Fe Community College, NM

Dr. Ken J. Trzaska, President
Seward County Community College, KS

Dr. Frank Friedman, President
Piedmont Virginia Community College, VA

Dr. John “Ski” Sygielski, President
Harrisburg Area Community College, PA

David Daigler, President
Maine Community College System, ME

Andrea Henderson, Executive Director
Arkansas Community Colleges (ACC), AR

Dr. Jim Murdaugh, President
Tallahassee Community College, FL

Dr. Toni Pendergrass, President
San Juan College, NM

Dr. Jessica Howard, President
Chemeketa Community College, OR

Dr. Bryan Albrecht, President
Gateway Technical College, WI

Henry C. Giles, Jr., President
Spartanburg Community College, SC

Dr. Luis Pedraja, President
Quinsigamond Community College, MA

Dr. Michael Torrence, President
Motlow State Community College, TN

Dr. Lori Weyers, President
Northcentral Technical College, WI

Dr. Kyle Wagner, President
Northeastern Technical College, SC

Dr. Lisa Rhine, President
Yavapai College, AZ
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Dr. Chuck Terrell, President
Eastern West Virginia Community
and Technical College, WV

Dr. Thomas G. Coley, Regional President
Shoreline-West Region
Connecticut Community Colleges, CT

Dr. John Rainone, President
Dabney S. Lancaster Community College, VA

Dr. Laurie Chesley, President
Central Oregon Community College, OR

Dr. Evelyn Jorgenson, President
NorthWest Arkansas Community College, AR

Dr. Steven R. Gonzales, Chancellor
Maricopa Community College District, AZ

Dr. H. Neil Matkin, District President
Collin College, TX

Dr. James Shaeffer, President
Eastern Shore Community College, VA

Dr. Leah Barrett, President
Northeast Community College, NE

Dr. James Sawyer, President
Macomb Community College, MI

Dr. James D. Genandt, President/CEO
Manhattan Area Technical College, KS

Dr. James Lombella, President
North-West Region
Connecticut Community Colleges, CT

Dr. John Richman, President
North Dakota State
College of Science, ND

Dr. Jeff L. Pittman, Chancellor
St. Louis Community College, MO

Dr. Martha G. Lavender, President
Gadsden State Community College, AL

Dr. Margaret Hamilton, President
Lane Community College, OR

Dr. Jerry Migler, Campus Dean/CEO
Dakota College at Bottineau, ND

Dr. Judy L Mitchell, President
Joliet Junior College, IL

Dr. Jack E. Daniels, 111, President
Madison College, WI

Dr. Jacqueline Jackson, President
Harford Community College, MD

Dr. Laurie Borowicz, President
Kishwaukee College, IL

Dr. Tonjua Williams, President
St. Petersburg College, FL
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Dr. Tracy Mancini, President
Carteret Community College, NC

Dr. Annette Parker, President
South Central College, MN

Dr. Keith Flamer, President/Superintendent
Redwoods Community College District, CA

Dr. Charles Lloyd, President

White Mountains Community College, NH

Mike Cartney, President
Lake Area Technical Institute, SD

Dr. Gregory DeCinque, President
Thomas Nelson Community College, VA

Dr. Edward “Ted” E. Raspiller, President
John Tyler Community College, VA

David A. Sanders, President

City Colleges of Chicago-Malcolm X College, IL

Dr. Sunita Cooke, Superintendent/President

MiraCosta College, CA

Contact: Thomas C. Downs ~ DGA, LLC
1629 K Street, NW, Suite 300

Washington, DC 20006
m 703.283.5914

tedowns@downsgovaffairs. com

Dr. Lori Sundberg, President
Kirkwood Community College, 1A

Dr. Lisa Skari, President
Mt. Hood Community College, OR

Dr. Bentley Wallace, President
South Arkansas Community College, AR

Dr. Joe Wyse, Superintendent/President
Shasta College, CA

Dr. Michael Cioce, President
Rowan College at Burlington County, NJ

Dr. Tracy P. Pierner, President
Blackhawk Technical College, WI

Dr. John D. Enamait, President
Stanly Community College, NC

Dr. Stanley M. Sidor, President
Lake-Sumter State College, FL

-"(:( OMMUNITY

g TECHNICAL
ol COLLEGE
88 CONSORTIUM



