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April 19, 2021 
 

President Joseph R. Biden, Jr. 

The White House 

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW 

Washington, D.C. 20500 

 

Dear President Biden: 

As members of the Senate Bipartisan Task Force for Combating Anti-Semitism, we urge you to 

expeditiously nominate a qualified Ambassador to Monitor and Combat Anti-Semitism in order 

to confront the rising level of anti-Semitism worldwide. 

 

Tragically, 76 years after the end of the Holocaust, anti-Semitism remains a serious and growing 

danger for Jews in Europe, the Middle East, the United States, and elsewhere in the world. 

According to a study by the Kantor Center for the Study of Contemporary European Jewry, 

violent anti-Semitic attacks worldwide rose 18 percent in 2019, including at least 53 synagogues 

and 28 community centers and schools that were targeted. 
 

To combat the rising tide of global anti-Semitism, the State Department’s Special Envoy to 

Monitor and Combat Anti-Semitism works to promote accurate Holocaust education, improve 

the safety and security of at-risk Jewish communities, ensure foreign public officials condemn 

anti-Semitic discourse, and strengthen foreign judicial systems in their prosecution of anti- 

Semitic incidents. The Special Envoy is responsible for developing and implementing policies 

and projects to combat global anti-Semitism by working closely with foreign governments, 

intergovernmental organizations, and civil society. Additionally, the Special Envoy coordinates 

and assists in developing the reports on anti-Semitism within the State Department’s annual 

Human Rights Reports and International Religious Freedom Report. 

 

As you know, the Special Envoy to Monitor and Combat Anti-Semitism Act of 2019 (PL 116- 

326), which passed both the House of Representatives and Senate unanimously and was signed 

into law on January 13, 2021, elevated the Special Envoy position to the rank of Presidentially- 

appointed and Senate-confirmed ambassador, reporting directly to the Secretary of State. It also 

requires the Ambassador to be a person of recognized distinction in the field of combating anti- 

Semitism. 

 

Swiftly nominating a qualified Ambassador to Monitor and Combat Anti-Semitism will help 

ensure that the United States remains a leader in combating anti-Semitism internationally and 

will equip the State Department with a designated senior diplomat to engage foreign 

governments to track and respond to this growing scourge. We encourage you to move quickly 

on the nomination, and look forward to working with you. 

 
Sincerely, 
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JACKY ROSEN JAMES LANKFORD 

Co-Chair Co-Chair 

Senate Bipartisan Task Force for Senate Bipartisan Task Force for 

Combating Anti-Semitism Combating Anti-Semitism 
 
 

 

 

DIANNE FEINSTEIN TOM COTTON 

United States Senator United States Senator 

 

 

CATHERINE CORTEZ MASTO ROY BLUNT 

United States Senator United States Senator 
 

 
 

/s/ Rob Portman 
 

KIRSTEN GILLIBRAND ROB PORTMAN 

United States Senator United States Senator 
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RAPHAEL WARNOCK SHELLEY MOORE CAPITO 

United States Senator United States Senator 
 

 

 

 
 

CHRIS VAN HOLLEN JOHN BOOZMAN 

United States Senator United States Senator 
 

 

 

 

         
  

CORY A. BOOKER TIM SCOTT 

United States Senator United States Senator 
 

 

 

 

 

 

MARIA CANTWELL MARCO RUBIO 

United States Senator United States Senator 
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BENJAMIN L. CARDIN LISA MURKOWSKI 

United States Senator United States Senator 
 

 
 

/s/ Casey 
 

KYRSTEN SINEMA ROBERT P. CASEY, JR. 

United States Senator United States Senator 
 

 

 

 

 

 

CHRISTOPHER A. COONS MARK KELLY 

United States Senator United States Senator 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RICHARD BLUMENTHAL  

United States Senator 


