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September 18, 2025

Perry A. Sook

Chairman and CEO

Nexstar Media Group

545 East John Carpenter Freeway
Suite 700

Irving, TX 75062

Dear Mr. Sook,

Yesterday, Nexstar announced that the company and its partner stations affiliated with ABC
would take “Jimmy Kimmel Live!” off the air indefinitely in response to comments made by Mr.
Kimmel about the response to the tragic killing of Charlie Kirk. I’'m deeply concerned with this
decision and the implication that Nexstar only did so after being threatened by Federal
Communications Commission (FCC) Chair Brendan Carr. This action represents a direct attack
on free speech and is a threat to American democracy.

The announcement by Nexstar to pull Kimmel’s show came on the same day FCC Chair
Brendan Carr remarked in an interview that the FCC would consider revoking ABC affiliates’
broadcast licenses if action were not taken related to Kimmel’s comments. Nexstar's $6.2 billion
merger with Tegna is currently awaiting FCC approval. It is clear to me that Nexstar chose to
silence Kimmel instead of standing up to government censorship and jeopardizing FCC approval
of its merger with Tegna.

To be clear, political violence is never acceptable. I strongly condemn the assassination of
Charlie Kirk. No one should be killed or targeted because of their political beliefs, and allowing
different political beliefs and debate is a cornerstone of our democracy. Critically, Kimmel has
made statements aligned with that sentiment. On the day Charlie Kirk was assassinated, he said,
“It is horrible and monstrous to shoot another human. On behalf of my family, we send love to
the Kirks and to all the children, parents, and innocents who fall victim to senseless gun
violence.”

Further, Kimmel’s comments on Wednesday night were neither an incitement of violence nor an
approval of it. As part of his monologue, Kimmel merely said that the MAGA movement was
“desperately trying to characterize this kid who murdered Charlie Kirk as anything other than
one of them and doing everything they can to try to score political points from it.” In saying this,
Kimmel did not speculate on the political beliefs of Charlie Kirk’s killer. He simply exercised his
First Amendment right to criticize a political movement’s response to the aftermath of the
assassination, something the Chairman of the FCC seemingly found personally offensive.
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As a member of the Senate Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation, which has
oversight over the FCC, I am extremely disappointed in your decision to capitulate to the threats
made by Chairman Carr and allow the federal government to censor programming it disagrees
with, instead of standing for free speech and democratic values. This is a critical moment in our
nation’s history — our democracy is fragile and we have seen increasing attacks on free speech,
freedom of the press, and attempts to silence dissent. That is why the American people deserve
answers from you about the decisions you made in regards to broadcasting “Jimmy Kimmel
Live!”. Please submit in writing answers to the following questions no later than Monday,
September 22, 2025:

1. Were you or any executive at Nexstar aware of FCC Chairman Carr’s remarks
disapproving of Jimmy Kimmel’s statements before your decision to indefinitely preempt
showing “Jimmy Kimmel Live!”? If so, did these statements make any impact on your
decision to preempt the show?

2. Were you or any executive at Nexstar concerned that the FCC would not approve the
merger between Nexstar and Tegna if action was not taken against Mr. Kimmel?

3. Are there any other examples when Nexstar has decided to indefinitely preempt a show
because it disagreed with its perspective or was implicitly or explicitly threatened by the
federal government?

Choosing to yield to authoritarian threats against free speech only serves to erode our democratic
institutions and weaken the independence of our media ecosystem. Your decision to submit to
Chairman Carr’s blatantly unconstitutional threats is unacceptable. The American people deserve
to hear from you, and I look forward to seeing your answers.

Sincerely,
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Jacky Rosen
United States Senate



